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use and would help ensure that this committee
does not pass a bill that will impose unfair,
mandatory sentences on individuals.

This committee does not know the facts of
every child abuse case—but the judge that
hears those cases will. That is why | believe
we should not bind judges to give mandatory
minimum sentences. For this reason, | urge
my colleagues to vote NAY on this resolution.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, due to an un-
avoidable conflict, | missed the following vote
on May 25. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 285.

————

SUPPORTING TAIWAN’S PARTICI-
PATION IN WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of Taiwan’s true, meaningful partici-
pation in the World Health Organization
(WHO).

It is unfortunate that, almost 13 years after
Congress made it an annual requirement to
have an unclassified report from the Secretary
of State on the U.S. plan for Taiwan to gain
observer status at the WHO, and eight years
since Taiwan was first invited to the World
Health Assembly (WHA)—the governing forum
of the WHO—as an observer, it remains nec-
essary for Members to again raise their voices
on this issue.

Since 2009, Taiwan has been allowed to at-
tend the annual meeting of the WHA as an
observer, but last year, its invitation was held
up due to pressure the People’s Republic of
China wished to place upon the incoming ad-
ministration of Taiwan’s president, Tsai Ing-
wen. The current WHO Director-General has
shown hostility to Taipei before. When last
year’s invitation arrived, it contained insulting,
unnecessary language referring to the October
1971 UN General Assembly resolution replac-
ing the United Nations delegation from Taipei
with the delegation from Beijing, as the basis
for Taiwan’s attendance. Additionally, the invi-
tation stated that Taiwan’s participation should
be conditioned on the “one-China” principle.
This, too, was unnecessary, as President Tsai
has stated Taiwan’s commitment to the status
quo across the Taiwan Strait.

This year's WHA is currently taking place in
Geneva. It began on May 22 and will conclude
May 31. As of yet, no invitation has been
issued to Taiwan.

As my colleagues are aware, it is the stated
policy of the United States, over successive
administrations, that Taiwan should be allowed
meaningful participation in international organi-
zations where it cannot become a full mem-
ber. | submit that Taiwan’s current level of par-
ticipation is neither satisfactory, nor meaning-
ful.
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Mr. Speaker, this situation is unacceptable.
As an advanced democracy, economy, and
society, with one of the most-developed health
care systems in the world, a proven track
record controlling infectious diseases, and a
history of providing humanitarian relief, Taiwan
has much to offer. Neither Taiwan, nor the
international community, is served by restrict-
ing Taiwan’s access to timely information and
important resources.

The situation necessitates that we reiterate
our full support for Taiwan’s inclusion at the
WHA and in the other work of the WHO. The
WHO Secretariat should continue to uphold its
independence and impartiality, and should not
be at the service of any particular member
state. | ask my colleagues to join me in en-
couraging the administration to work with Tai-
wan and our member friends at the WHO to
secure Taiwan’s invitation and meaningful par-
ticipation at the WHA now and in the future.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF INFORUM FOR

ITS SUCCESS IN PROVIDING
MENTORSHIP AND PROFES-
SIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO
WOMEN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Inforum for its work on behalf of
women. Since its founding 55 years ago,
Inforum has provided effective mentorship and
education opportunities for women throughout
Michigan.

Originally founded in 1962 as the Women’s
Economic Club, the organization has grown
and evolved over the years to meet its mission
of empowering women to lead and succeed.
Inforum hosts a variety of high-performing
women leaders for lunches and roundtables to
exchange ideas and foster leadership skills.
Additionally, Inforum sponsors the Inforum
Center for Leadership, an educational initiative
that provides professional development
through its training programs for mid-career
women leaders. These include its Executive
Leadership professional development pro-
gram, a four-month program that combines in-
dividual instruction, group exercises, and per-
sonalized feedback to provide women with the
skills to assume more senior and influential
roles in their careers. Collectively, over 1,100
women have graduated from this program
since its launch in 2003.

Inforum has provided countless women with
critical skills and training to succeed in the
21st century workforce. Its talent initiatives
and programs provide targeted professional
development to women of all backgrounds, in-
cluding veterans and early-career women. As
a result of its success, Inforum has expanded
throughout Michigan to better serve its mem-
bers. Today, the organization hosts additional
branches in Lansing, Grand Rapids, the Sagi-
naw/Bay City area and southwest Michigan.
The growth of the Inforum Center for Leader-
ship, along with its long track record of edu-
cating and empowering women, is a testament
to the organization’s success, and it is my
hope that Inforum continues to effectively
serve a broad range of women throughout
their careers.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Inforum for its record of providing
career skills and training that allows women to
achieve success. Inforum provides resources
and hosts a variety of programs that provide
professional development for women.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BERKNER
HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today | recog-
nize several important people in the Richard-
son Independent School District music com-
munity: First, the students and band directors
of the Lloyd V. Berkner High School Full Or-
chestra under the leadership of Craig Need-
ham and Jason Schayot for receiving an invi-
tation to the 2016 Midwest International Band
and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, lllinois; sec-
ond, the Liberty Junior High School Sym-
phonic Band under the direction of Christopher
Pineda for receiving an invitation to be a guest
performing band at the Midwest Clinic, hosted
by Berkner High School alumnus and out-
standing music educator, Frank Ticheli; and,
third, Frank Troyka, a Former Head Band Di-
rector at Berkner High School, nationally re-
nowned clinician, music educator, and teach-
er, for his induction into the 2016 Bands of
America Hall of Fame, which recognizes indi-
viduals who have greatly impacted the nation’s
bands and music education. Again, congratu-
lations for your outstanding achievement and
national recognition.

————

IN HONOR OF INVENTORS MONTH,
MAY 2017

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
mind my colleagues that May is National In-
ventors Month. It's a special privilege to do so
as Co-Chair of the Congressional Inventions
Caucus.

Our Founders were aware of the importance
of invention and inventors, enshrining inven-
tion and protecting the rights of inventors
across the country in Article 1, Section 8 of
our Constitution. This not only has served the
purpose of protecting one’s exclusive property
rights, it also has achieved the Founders’ goal
of stimulating “progress in science and useful
arts.”

From the beginning, invention has driven
forward progress for our country and helped
elevate American innovators to the forefront of
the world stage. This has benefited not only
our country but the world—curing disease, ex-
tending life and bringing joy and opportunity to
billions.

Without patents and other protections, pro-
tected in our Constitution and laws at every
letter, this innovation could not be possible. As
President Abraham Lincoln, himself a patent-
holder, put it, our patent system adds the fuel
of interest to the fire of genius.

Our country has a rich legacy of inventors
who have combatted some of history’s great-
est challenges and used their unique gifts to
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